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Did you miss our first Alpha session? Don’t fret! The fall session will start 
with an Introductory night on September 24 at 6:30 p.m. Our evening starts 
with dinner followed by live Christian music. Then stay to see our introduc-

tory video with Nicky Gumbel called “Is There More to Life than This?” 

 Future sessions will cover subjects such as: 

  “Why Did Jesus Die?” 

  “How Can I Be Sure of My Faith?” 

  “How Does God Guide Us?” 

  “What Does the Holy Spirit Do?” 

  “Does God Heal Today?” 

Alpha provides the opportunity to explore the Christian faith in a relaxed, non

-threatening setting through weekly thought-provoking questions. 

Alpha - Good food! Good videos! Good Questions! Good fellowship! 

Alpha II is Coming  

Wednesday, September 24 

PEACH FESTIVAL 

Saturday, August 16, 2014   5-6:30pm 

Ham, Baked Beans, Potato Salad, Rolls,   

Coffee, Iced Tea, Lemonade   

& Peach Shortcake!  

        Adults  $11    Ages 6-12   $5    Ages 5 & under free 



          

Ever hear the saying, “When life gives you lemons, make lemonade”? Well of course you have. 

We all have, but how many of us actually take this whimsical saying seriously and act on it. I suspect 

some of us come quite naturally to making the best of a bad thing; while there are others, like myself, 

who seem to fall into it quite without any forethought or intent. We may even grumble a bit. So here’s 

my lemonade story. 

 

 By now, most of you know my mom’s health issues led to a lengthy hospital stay and then to Fox 

Hill Nursing Center for rehab. As I write this, Mom is still there but doing much better. The very first 

weekend Mom was transported from the hospital to the nursing home she was placed in the private room 

we’d been promised. I left her there to rest and returned the next day to find the room where my mother 

had been the night before occupied by another woman…not my mother! Wondering what had happened, 

I finally found a nurse clearly distressed and overwrought…there was a room assignment mess and no 

one seemed to know what was going on. But one thing was clear: my mother had to be moved out of the 

private room due to the arrival of a woman whose infectious health condition required isolation. Okay…

I could understand; the move was temporary and Mom would get a private room on Monday once the 

woman now in it had been discharged. Confused yet? 

 

 So, here’s the lemons to lemonade moment. It just so happens Mom was placed in a room with 

two beds and her roommate was the most patient, sweet and, I thought then and think now, bravest 

woman I’d ever met. Shirley’s home was in Cleveland and she had been on a visit to help her daughter 

and daughter’s family pack up their home for a move back to Cleveland when she fell and broke her leg. 

Shirley’s daughter stayed through the initial stages of recovery but a job was waiting for her in Cleve-

land, their things were moving west and the family had to go, which left Shirley rehabbing in Connecti-

cut alone. Shirley had her IPAD nearby and a ready smile. That first night for my mother was one of 

great pain and poor Shirley had to hear my mother’s groans all night but she never complained. Once 

Mom was moved out of the room, as promised, on Monday, I continued to stop in to say hello to Shirley 

and each time, thanked her for her kindness to my mother. 

 

 By Tuesday, Shirley mentioned she was leaving by train for Cleveland in the morning. She was 

well enough to go home. I wanted to do something for her so I went and bought a card, bought and 

wrapped a small gift for her and brought it to her. As a part of the gift I had put an “Operation You” 

Kindness card in with my name on it and the name of the person who had given it to me.  Lemons into 

Lemonade…a chance to meet someone new and someone who was compassionate and brave. The Kind-

ness Project is up and running. It can be a way, through the summer, to reach out to someone new and 

offer your own compassion and caring. Need to know more? Check out our web page 

www.rockumchurch.com. I can’t even begin to tell you how much I gained just by giving a little of my-

self away. Have a wonderful summer and remember: Be Kind! 

 

Pastor Ricki 

http://www.rockumchurch.com/


Wow, how fast did our Sunday school year go?!  It was at this 

time last year that I was gearing up for my first year as Sunday 

School Superintendent.  Thinking about how and what I would 

be doing…(losing sleep over it).  Now that I am an old pro at 

it (ha, ha), I know that our kids had some fun, learned some 

things and were fed some yummy things (cotton candy at 

Rally Day, candy at Trunk or Treat, ice cream at Super Bowl 

Sundae, pretzels at Pretzel Sunday, and chocolate Easter crosses on Easter Sunday….OK, 

we had a lot of stuff to eat!  Speaking of food, we collected 88 

food items for the food bank!  Thanks to everyone, that will help 

to feed some children throughout the summer.  Looking forward, 

we will all come back for Rally Day Sunday on September 14th 

and we will be collecting food items again.  I hope that each and 

everyone of you have a chance to enjoy this summer, go to the 

beach, catch a ball game, watch a sunset and enjoy family and 

friends.  See you in September!   

-Eileen  

 

Special Worship Services on July 13 and August 17 

On each of these Sundays a light breakfast will be available beginning at 8:45 am.  Come 
early to eat and fellowship with us.  There will be no coffee hour.  Worship will be held 
right in Fellowship Hall beginning at 9:30.  Pastor Ricki will be preaching on one of Jesus’ 

Parables and the music and liturgy will be tailored around the theme.   

Following the service, those who would like to are invited to join with one other person 

and go out to visit someone on our “We Care List” or that special person in our congrega-
tion that you just don’t get time to call or see.  Names and addresses will be suggested 

and guidance will be provided should you feel a bit uneasy with this idea.  A 
small plant will be provided for you to take and leave with your visitee.  We hope that you 
will join us on July 13th for a bit to eat, fellowship, worship, followed by the opportunity 

to go out into the world and then come back to do it again on August 17th!!  Jesus did 
just that and we as His hands and feet are called to do likewise.  A chance to Step out in 

Faith!!   

RUMC United Methodist Women’s News 

What:   A Day Apart 

When:   Saturday, August 9th 

Where: Victoria House at the Willimantic Camp Grounds (WCG) 

Why: A time for the women of our church to get  

together for fellowship,  food and a mini-retreat led by Pastor Ricki 

Details: The car pool will leave the church around 9 am and we'll leave WCG 

before 3 pm.  The building is air conditioned and handicapped accessible.  

There are some gardens on the grounds and a pond.  Feel free to bring a lawn chair.  More details to follow.  Sign 

up sheet will be posted. Hope you will be able to be a part of this.  A great time to visit with friends, make new 

ones, enjoy nature and just BE under Pastor Ricki’s leadership.   

Blessings, Judie 



To make a change to this 

prayer list, please contact the 

church office at  

875-6562 or 

rumcoffice@sbcglobal.net 

Our Church Family 
Charlie & Lucy Maupin 
Pat Brandt & Juli Watrous 
Tim Arzt 
Felecia Gerardi 
Kathy Kentfield 
 
 
Staci Rizner-daughter of   
 Tami Rizner 
Bill Summers-Shirley  
 Edward’s nephew 

   
Bereavements 

Family and friends  
of Rose Rowe (died 6/11) 

Special Needs 
Joe DellaGrotte-cancer-friend of the 
 Klingmans 
Roger & Alice LaChance-serious 
 health issues-P. Cheveriea’s 
 brother & sister-in-law  
 

   

 

 

 

Sandra Bogan  July 1    David Joy  August 7 

Carol Macri   July 4    Kay Lyke  August 8  

Judy Retynsky  July 4    June Latkofsky August 12 

Don Corne   July 7    Jen Chapman August 21 

Jane Thomas  July 7    Guy Feeney  August 21 

Aubrey Nordell  July 8    Norine Veal  August 21 

Kenneth Guillow  July 30   Lauren Stearns August 22  

Jonathan Kentfield  August 2   Beth Stearns  August 22 

Lisa Williams   August 3   Jack Kentfield August 25 

Lin Arzt   August 4   Bridget Joy  August 26 

Daniel Joy   August 5   Tamika Brock August 30 

Deborah Walters  August 5      

Those in nursing homes,  
Assisted Living and with  
limited mobility  
Margaret Parker-Avery Heights 
Merrilee Thomas-home 
June Latkofsky-home 
Esther Harris-home 
Marilyn Barton-Woodlake 
Natalie Robertson-home 
Eleanor Schreiber-Crestfield 
Shirley Edwards-Emeritus 
Vita Aiello-Fox Hill 
Ken & June Guillow-home 

 

Those in Service 

Pastor Lorena & El Jabillo,  
our sister church in Nicaragua 

If you would like a candle 

lit for a prayer concern, 

please contact Lucy 
Maupin at 860-454-7798. 

Thank you.  

Quote of the Month 

“I look to the future because that's where I'm going to 
spend the rest of my life.” 

-George Burns 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/g/george_burns.html


July/August Worship Attendants 
 

Greeters 
July 6  Available 
July 13 Available 
July 20 Available 
July 27 Available 
August 3 Available 
August 10 Available 
August 17 Available 
August 24 Available 
August 31 Available 
 
Liturgists 

July 6  Candy Sunderland 
July 13 Judie Culy 
July 20 Karen Schilling 
July 27 Daniel Joy 
August 3 Terri Goldich 
August 10 Jenna Sunderland 
August 17 Stan Culy 
August 24 Ray Clark 
August 31 Patrick Chapman 
 
Fellowship Time/Coffee Hour 

July 6  Rebecca Bacha 
July 13 Breakfast Hour 
July 20 Pearson 
July 27 Tyler 
August 3 Bacha 
August 10 Clark 
August 17 Breakfast Hour 
August 24 Stambos 
August 31 K. Sunderland 
 
Altar Flowers 
July 6  Rebecca Bacha 
July 13 Sandie Halm 
July 20 Lessoff  
July 27 King 
August 3 King 
August 10 Rebecca Bacha 
August 17 Culy 
August 24 Available 
August 31 Mlodzinski 

  
 

 

July 6 
Genesis 24:34-38,42-49,58-67 
Psalm 45:10-17 or Psalm 72 
(UMH) 
Romans 7:15-25a 
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 

July 13 
Genesis 25:19-34 
Psalm 119:105-112 or Psalm 25 
(UMH) 
Romans 8:1-11 
Matthew 1-9, 18-23 

 

July 20  

Genesis 28:10-19a 

Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 (UMH) 
Romans 8:12-25 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

 

July 27 

Genesis 29:15-28 

Psalm 105:1-11, 45b (UMH) 

Romans 8:26-39 

Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

August 3 
Genesis 32:22-31 
Psalm 17:1-7, 15 (UMH) 
Romans 9:1-5 
Matthew 14:13-21 

 

August 10 
Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 
Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22, 45b 
(UMH) 
Romans 10:5-15 
Matthew 14:22-33 
 

August 17 
Genesis 45:1-15 
Psalm 133 (UMH) 

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 
Matthew 15:(10-20) 21-28 
 

August 24 

Exodus 1:8-2:10 

Psalm 124 (UMH) 

Romans 12:1-8 

Matthew 16:13-20 

 

August 31 
Exodus 3:1-15 
Psalm 105:1-6, 23-26, 45c 
(UMH) 
Romans 12:9-21 
Matthew 16:21-28 

 

 
 

A total of 126 items were donated to the Tri-
Town Pantry since the June Newsletter was 

published.  The "Greatest Needed Foods” for 
the month of July/August are:  canned spa-

ghetti and ravioli, fruit cups, pudding cups 
and cereal. 
 -Suzanne Bird 

We are starting a visita-

tion team which will be 
going to the Fox Hill 

Nursing Home (next 

door) each month. 

If you would like to be 

part of this one-to-one 
visitat ion mission, 

please talk with Pete Schilling (872-

5416) for more details. 

We currently have a 
prayer chain that is com-
prised of email recipients 
and phone call recipients. 
We would like to expand 

our email prayer chain, so let the church office 
know if you would like to be on the distribution.  
Going forward, all prayer chain requests will go 
through the church office. 



I know it’s hard to believe we are already into sum-

mertime, hot weather and all.   As I look back on the 
first 6 months in my role as lay leader, a lot has hap-

pened and time has passed by quickly, but I have 
much more to do before my last 6 months is up.  I 
had thought about taking a hiatus from my summer 

writing, but there seems to be too much going on in the life of our church to do so.  There 
has also been a lot going on for me personally these past few months, but I will spare you 
the details.  As I sat down to write this article, I’m still somewhat in disbelief.  This past 

Monday, June 16th.  I watched with pride and excitement as my niece, Jenna graduated 
with high honors from Rockville High school along with over 200 or more classmates.  

Flashback!  The year was 1996.  It seems like only yesterday I was holding this new baby 
girl in my arms dancing around the living room to my favorite artist and favorite song; Ce-
line Dion’s “Because you Loved Me”, from the movie “Up Close and Personal” with every-

one’s coolest leading man, Robert Redford!  Where has the time gone?  The past eighteen 
years we have seen a lot of changes in all our lives. Personal, professional, and our church 

lives.  BUT WHO PRESSED THE FAST FORWARD BUTTON?  So as we sat through a very 
hot evening listening to speeches from the class president, salutatorian, valedictorian, 
principal and others, it was the speech of the valedictorian that has stayed with me for a 

few days now.  He simply stated, “Be a good person”,  BE AN INDIVIDUAL,  always be kind 
to others and do kind acts for others.  Isn’t that what we are called to do as Christians?  
Don’t we strive for this every day?  Wouldn’t life be so much more pleasant and rewarding 

if it was that simple?   Recently, you have heard Geoff introduce a new initiative called Op-
eration You.  Simply put, for every act of kindness we bestow on others and sign our 

names to our calling card, we will donate $5.00 per signature to KidSafe CT in Vernon (a 
private, nonprofit org.) dedicated to the early intervention, prevention and treatment of 
child abuse and neglect.  We are so excited to launch this program over the summer and 

even more excited for the stories we hope to get back of the lives we have touched over the 
summer.  Save the date!  September 14th.  Rally/Homecoming Sunday.  You won’t 
want to miss out!  Another initiative that I spoke of is the “We Care” bags.  These bags will 

be kept at the church for anyone coming in to visit the pastor in need of our help.  The 
bags will hold a few personal hygiene items, along with a business card for our church 

with our phone number and also a card with a list of important services and phone num-
bers, ie. Soup kitchen, shelter, hospital and more.  How can you participate?  By pur-

chasing the items listed in the bulletin or on the poster board displayed in the Narthex OR 

by making a cash donation to RUMC, you can help someone in need.  (Please reference 
any checks in the memo section to “WE CARE” PROJECT.  All monetary donations will go 

directly to Cornerstone Services).  As you can see, these are just a couple things happen-
ing in the life of the church.  Of course, most of you hopefully have heard by now of the 
huge success of the “Stop Hunger Now” program, where 90 volunteers came together on 

May 17th at RUMC to package 14,000 meals that were shipped to Panama later that week.  
We are already anticipating next year!  SO, DON’T BE AFRAID TO PARTICIPATE.  You will 

be happy you did!   Reach out and touch someone’s life by showing that you care! 

 

Candy Sunderland 





Rockville United Methodist Church       
 

Adult Study 9:15 am  

Sunday School 9:30 am 
Worship Service 10:45 am 

  Office Hours 9am-2pm  Tuesday-Friday   
 

Summer Hours begin June 15th 
Worship Service 9:30 am 

  Office Hours 9am-1pm  Tuesday-Friday   

 

Coffee & Fellowship follow the worship service 

Nursery Care is available for children 4 and under. 

   Our Mission Statement 
Rockville United Methodist Church is a people seeking to be faithful to God; by reaching out 
to all, inviting each to a relationship with God, nurturing each in the love of Jesus Christ and 

sending everyone back into the world to minister in God’s name. 

Rev. Dr. Henrietta “Ricki” Aiello, Pastor 

Karen Stearns, Music Director 

Bridget Joy, Office Manager 

Eileen Gay, Church School Superintendent 

Roger LaChance, Church Custodian 

Rev. Stan Culy (Retired) 

Dr. Belinda Forbes, Missionary to Nicaragua 

 Phone: 860-875-6562      

E-mail: rumcoffice@sbcglobal.net 

Website: www.rockumchurch.com 

To update address information or to be removed from 
the mailing list, please call or e-mail the church office. 

Return Service  

Requested 


